
 

Help everyone stay healthy with social distancing. Stand 6 feet from your friends and keep your hands in your own personal space. 

SHADOW BALL STATIONS 
 

Notes to instructors: 
 
Shadow Ball is an age-old pastime that was made popular by the Harlem Globetrotters. Players pantomimed passing, 
catching, and shooting an invisible basketball. 
 
The artistry and creativity of the Globetrotters was so convincing and entertaining that fans would arrive early just to watch 
the Shadow Ball routine. Goose Tatum, a former member of the Harlem Globetrotters basketball team, is credited with the 
creation of the “Magic Circle” — a trademark ball-handling routine that’s performed at the beginning of all Harlem 
Globetrotters games. 
 
As with any game or activity resource, it is up to you to assess the needs and abilities of the students under your 
supervision. Modify the game as needed to meet the requirements of your space, group size, and age ranges. 
 
The pages of this packet are designed to be used as station cards. The instructions can be read and explained by older 
and more mature students. However, we strongly recommend teaching each activity to the group before allowing students 
to work independently in stations. 
 
Every page includes a reminder to practice safe social distancing. All of the games in this packet were designed to allow 
students to remain a minimum of 6 feet apart and DO NOT require them to use or share equipment.  
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BUZZER BEATER (BASKETBALL) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you’re going to pantomime basketball skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Dribble the ball 5 times and pass it to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• Your partner will catch the ball, dribble 5 times, and pass it back to you — that’s another point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Perform 5 cross over dribbles, wrap the ball around your waist, and pass it to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• You cannot use the same type of pass 2 times in a row. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Dribble and juke a defender, then hit a fade away jump shot — that’s 1 point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own Buzzer Beater challenge using a combination of basketball skills (shooting, dribbling, passing, etc.). 
2. Take the game winning shot! Have your partner be the buzzer and count down: “5, 4, 3, 2, 1, errrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr.” Hit the 

game winning shot at the buzzer in slow motion and celebrate like crazy (while staying 6 feet apart). 
3. Get in a group of 4–6, standing 6 feet apart. Pass the ball around, Harlem Globetrotters style. Ask you instructor to 

play the song “Sweet Georgia Brown.” 
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GOOOOOALLLLL (SOCCER) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you are going to pantomime soccer skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Do 5 toe taps on top of the ball and then pass the ball to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• Your partner MUST trap the ball, do 5 toe taps on top of the ball, and then pass it back — that’s another point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Toss the ball in the air, juggle the ball 3 times with your head, and head the ball to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• Your partner juggles the ball on their head three times, then heads it back to you — that’s another point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Juggle the ball 5 times without using the same body part twice in a row and pass to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own GOOOOALLLLL challenge using a combination of soccer skills (shooting, dribbling, passing, etc.). 
2. Take the game winning penalty kick. Have your partner be the goalkeeper. Hit the game winning penalty kick in slow 

motion. Celebrate like crazy (while staying 6 feet apart). 
3. Once touch group juggle. Get in a group of 4–6, standing 6 feet apart. Call someone’s name and pass the ball to them. 

They call another person’s name and pass the ball. How many successful call-and-passes can you make in a row? 
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DIG THIS (VOLLEYBALL) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you are going to pantomime volleyball skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Using a forearm pass (bump), pass the ball back and forth. Score a point each time the ball is passed. 

• Variation: Set the ball back and forth. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Volley the ball to your partner with a forearm pass, and your partner will set the ball back to you. Score a point each 
time the ball is forearm-passed. 

• After 5 volleys, switch roles. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Serve the ball to your partner. Your partner will set or bump the ball back. Then jump up and spike it! Earn a point for 
every spike. 

• Switch roles after every point. You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own Dig This challenge using a combination of volleyball skills (bumping, serving, setting spiking, etc.). 
2. Serve the final point. In slow motion, jump-serve an ace (a match-winning point) to your partner. Celebrate and blow 

kisses to your fans. 
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GRAND SLAM (TENNIS) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you are going to pantomime tennis skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Using a forearm stroke, volley the ball back and forth. (Remember to let the ball hit the ground first.) 

• Score a point each time the ball is struck. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 

Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Serve the ball to your partner and call “forehand” or “backhand.” You partner will return the ball using the stroke you 
called. They return and volley the ball back to you, calling the stroke you must use to return it. 

• Score a point each time the ball is struck. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 

Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• You have a ball, and your partner has a racquet. Your partner stands in the middle of a 6-foot zone (divided in half). 

• Toss the ball to one side of the 6-foot zone. Your partner will quickly move and volley the ball back.  

• Toss another ball to the other side of the zone. Your partner will to quickly move and volley the ball back.  

• Repeat 10 times, then switch roles. Score a point for every volley. You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 

For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own Grand Slam challenge using a combination of tennis skills (serve, forearm, backhand, etc.). 
2. Serve the final point. In slow motion, crush a serve (a match winning point) to your partner. Celebrate, throw your 

racquet in the air, fall to your knees, and ham it up for the cameras. 
  



 

Help everyone stay healthy with social distancing. Stand 6 feet from your friends and keep your hands in your own personal space. 

WALK-OFF HOMER (BASEBALL) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you are going to pantomime baseball and softball skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Throw a ground ball. Your partner will field it and throw it back to you before you count to 3 — that’s 1 point! 

• Challenge: Make your partner move 3 feet to the side to field the grounder. Do this 5 times and reverse roles. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Hit a pop fly ball. Your partner will catch it and throw it back to you — that’s 1 point! 

• Challenge: Make your partner move 3 feet to the side to catch the fly ball. Do this 5 times and reverse roles. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• You are the batter, and your partner is the pitcher. Your partner will pitch a ball. Whack it far into the outfield. 

• Run around all the bases (set 6 feet apart) and touch home before your partner counts to 5 — that’s 1 point! 

• Switch roles after every point. You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own Walk-off Homer challenge using a combination of baseball and softball skills (pitching, hitting, 

fielding, catching, etc.). 
2. Hit the walk-off game-winning home run. In slow motion, your partner will pitch. Crush one over the center field fence. 

Run around the bases triumphantly. 
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DOWN, SET, HUT (FOOTBALL) 
Game Set-up: 

• Find a partner. Keep 6 feet apart while talking and playing.  

• Play Rock, Paper, Scissor to see who goes first. 

• Remember, you have a “shadow ball” — you are going to pantomime football skills with your partner. 
 

Bronze Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Throw a touchdown pass to your partner — that’s 1 point! 

• Your partner will catch the ball and throw a touchdown pass back to you — that’s another point! 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Silver Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• To score a point: Hike the ball to your partner and run a 6-foot pass route. Your partner will pass the ball to you. Make 
a move and run back to where you hiked the ball to your partner.  

• Repeat 5 times and change roles. 

• You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
Gold Medal Challenge: 

• The objective is for you and your partner to score as many points as possible in 60 seconds. 

• Punt the ball into the air to yourself and catch it. While running in place, juke to one side, juke to the other, spin, hurdle 
a defender, and then lateral the ball to your partner. Your partner punts the ball into the air and repeats. 

• Score 1 point for each lateral. You have 60 seconds. Ready, go! 
 
For Giggles & Grins: 
1. Make up your own Down, Set, Hut challenge using a combination of football skills (hiking, catching, passing, etc.). 
2. Touchdown Dance Challenge: Have a contest to see who can come up with the best touchdown dance. For extra fun, 

do all the touchdown dances in slow motion. 
 


